Wendy R. Dixon, EIS Project Manager
Yucca Mountain Site Characterization Offlce EIS000475
Office of Clvillan Radloactive Waste Management )
U.S. Department of Energy
P.0. Box 30307, M/S 010 RECEIVED
North Las Vegas, Nevada 89636-0307
DEC 2 2 1999

December 7, 1999

Re: Public Comment on DOE Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Yucca
Mountain High-Level Radloactive Waste Disposal Site

Dear Ms. Dixon:

 Please Include the followlng correspondence with attachments as part of the official
record of proceedings on the above-referenced agency action.

The continual *lowering of the bar/standards” by the agency as It moves the siting
process forward is both unreascnable and contrary to the agency’s own guidelines ana
procedures. The agency cannot and must not sink to the level of :ndustry/special interes»
advocate demands to get the job done at Yucca Mountain in the absence of "souna science.
The agency cannot lawfully implement tactics which, jn the absence of soung science, Jake
it sound jike science,

The agency is proposing to construct a facliity designed to lsolate High Level
Radioactive Waste from the human and natural emvironment based upon a proposed standard
which wouid be in effect for 10,000 years. Human history has llttle track record with
10,000 year construction projects. In actual fact minus interested party spin doctoring,
present day humans have littie, If any, knowledge of human construction projects completed
and/or attempted 10,000 years in the past in the Nevada desert or elsewhere.

To further compound the iack of scient!fic coherence, the numbers don’t add! Peak
doses from the disposed HLRW are anticipated to occur some 206,000 thousand years In the
future. “Acceptable" levels of radioactive releases from the Yucca Mountain disposai
facility should, according to souna science (and basic logle) be calculated to correspona
with the same time frame which sclentiflc calculatlons indicate peak doses are most ilkely
to occur--scme 200,000 thousand years into the future. 1999 or 2000 calendar year best
avallable technolioay apparently is Insufficlent to adequately contaln the radiocactivity of
HLRW for 10,000 years, for 200,000 years, and for the half-1ives of Plutonium-239 (24,130
years), Technetium-99 (213,000 years), Thorium-232 (14 Bllilon years), Uranium-235 (7
milllon years), and Uranlum-238 (45 million years). See Attachment I. However, the
agency has mandate to adhere the standards of protection currently In law rather than
re-wrlite lower standards and "permanently’ withdraw 230 sguare miles of federal iand to
Isolate a site of less than 2 square miles in actual slite size.

A maximally exposed individual (MEI) who has the highest exposure within the receptor
group is assumed by the agency to be located at the point of maximum concentration of
contaminants 24 hours a day, 7 days a week for the period of operations (which is muitiple
generations of human lifetimes). Regulatory dose iimits for individual members of the
publlc as applied to all other sites are currently defined by U.S. EPA and NRC reguiations
and DOE orders. Safe Drinking Water Act Iimlts (apparent exceptlon for the Yucca Mountaln
Repository) 4mrem/yr. maximum dose from drinking water. Clean Air Act sets maximum cose

{Imit from airborne emissions at 10/mrem/ yr. (apparent exception to population ana MEI
surrounding Yucca Mountain}. Dose limitations for all pathways combined is set by DUE
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Order 5400.5 and NRC regulations 16 CFR 20 at 100 mrem/yr. (apparent exception to Yucca
Mountain MEI and surrounding popuiation). (Ref.: SURPLUS PLUTONIUM DISPOSITION FINAL
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT SUMMARY, NOV. 1999, DOE/E1S-0283 page S-44.) ¥hat “sound

2 It appears that the agency feelg mandated
under Nuciear Waste Policy Act to give the Yucca Mountain repository site its stamp of
approval by lowering the current public health protection standaras, even if the agency is
required to side-step science and regulations to do so.

According to DOE, scientiflc determinatlion of the rate at which water seeps 1nto the
Yucca Mountain repository is cruclal to the facillty’s projected abillty to meet
pecformance objectives, i.e., containment of the HLRW. Rate of water seepage, according
to DOE, directly impacts the period of time waste packages/contalners will prevent release
of radioactive materials into groundwater as well as the manner radioactive materiais wiil
eventually reach the groundwater table beneath the site. Heat generated by the waste
within the repository likewise will affect the movement of water through the faciiity and
the durabllity of the waste contalners. Yet, DOE has shown considerable refuctance to
scientifically investigate these areas. According to U.S. Geological Survey scientisis,
the large drop in the elevatlon of the water table (discovered in 1981) at the northeen
end of Yucca Mountain is the most striking hydrologic feature in the area and U.5.G. iacks
data to expiain its cause. Yet, no new boreholes and limited testing of groundwater io
coiiect scientific data necessary to expialn the hydrology of Yucca Mountain was gone DY
U.5.G. for DOE from 1987-1997. In the alternative, DOE observed test pumping in an
existing well indicated the drop in the water table at the northern end of Yucca Hountain
has no effect on the flow of groundwater In the aqulfer underneath the BLRW repository.

v . . . . :

Ref.: HNUCLEAR WASTE,
IMPEDIMENTS TG COMPLETING THE YUCCA MOUNTAIN REPOSITORY PROJECT, GAO/RCED-97-30, January
1997,

| When polltical direct!ves and sclentiflc methodology colilde, it appears that

politics overwhelms what 1s known and ignores what s poorly unoerstood. DOE has
squelched sclence in favor of on-site construction in EIS. DOE cannot realisticalty
expect integrity to be restored to the Yucca Mountain EIS process by eng-of-the-process
review by Nuclear Regulatory Commission determination that DOE's investigation and
procedures were sound. In general, studies sponsored by, conducted by, and promoted by
partles with vested Interests in the outcome/findings tend to be less critical.
Researchers found that studies financed by financlally interested parties tend to repoct
findings more favorabie to the funding source(s), see Attachment II. Unconsclous bias,
direct financial ties, and indirect incentives were found to result in less critical
findings. Llkewlse, early ln-process blas, anticipation of resuits also influence
findings. Sclence, even among scient!sts, 13 not “pure’ and free of human bias.

Bluntly stated, NRC 1lcenses generators of HLRW, particularly nuclear power plant
generators! As such, NRC has considerable interest (and NRC agency funding) vested in the
future of the commercial nuclear power industry. NRC has apparentiy overcome concern from
risk of criticallty from licensees in favor issuing llicenses to licensees, in spite of the
Three Mile Istand Incldent! DOE apparently has likewlse over come risk to public and site
workers at Yucca Mountaln from uninvestlgated and unanticlpated immediate release of
cadioactive contamination to aroundwater, HLRW package/contalner fallure, and Intense heat
developing Into criticallty at the reposlté{i] DOE’s SURPLUS PLUTONIUM FINAL
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EHY IRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT issuea November (999 states In SUMMARY Intceduction, page
3-1i:

The U.S. Huciear Reguiatory Commission (NRC) has reviewea

UOE s pians to piace immobilized material into the potential

geciogic cepository ana has agreed that with adeguate canister

anQ paceage gesign features, the immeoilized piutonium waste

[OrmS can De acceptaple for disposal in the repository (Paperieilio

199%).  DOE-£15-G283 SUMMART page i, footnote %2,

DOE identifies the agency’s *Preferred Alternative* In the same Surplus Flutonium Dcait
E15 as Altecrnative 3:

to dispositlon up to 53t (55 tons) of plutontum at SRS using

a hybrid approach that lnvolves both the ceramic can-in-canister
immob]lization approach and the MOX approach. APPROXIMATELY 17T
(19 TONS) WOULD BE IMMOBILIZED IN A CERAMIC FORM, PLACED IN CAKS,
AND EMBEDDED IN LARGE CANISTERS CONTAINING HIGH-LEVEL VITRIFIED
WASTE FOR ULTIMATE DISPOSAL IN A POTENTIAL GEGLOGIC REPOSITORY
PURSUANT TG NWPA {emphasis added). Ref.: SURPLUS PLUTONIUM
GISPOSITION FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT, NOV. 1999,

DOE E15-0283 SUMMARY, page 5-9.

DOE, as an agency, has already made decision to construct the Tucca Mountain
repository with requirements of National Enviconmental Policy Act (NEPA) tagging a:icng i
no particuiar or meaningful order, as evidenced by DOE’s SURPLUS PLUTONIUM FINAL
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT, November 1999, '
DOE/EIS-0283 SUMMARY, under heading *Issues That Need to Be or Are Already Adaressed
Elsewhere states:

Some commentors suggested that the potential impacts of the disposal
of tne spent nuciear fuel gererated by MOX fuel be inciugea in the
SPD £15. This issue has already been aadressed in the STORAGE AND
DISPGSITION PEIS, anc disposal of spent nuclear fuei is aogressed in
the DRAFT EAVIRCHMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR A GEGLOGIC REPOSITURT
T0R TEE DISPOSAL OF SPENT NUCLEAR FUEL AND HIGH-LEVEL RADIOACTIVE
WaSTE AT YUCCA MOUNTAIN, NYE COUNTY, NEVADA (DOE 1999c). Ref.:
iBil., page S-6. .

Apparently the 70,000 metric ton capaclity of the Yucca Mountaln repository will
inciude 17 metrlc tons of weapons grade piutonium plus the spent nuciear fuel and
nigh-ievel radicactive waste currentiy on-site awaiting dlisposal. das DOE caicuiareq
capacity of Yucca Mountain as sufficient for commercial and military spent nuciear iue:,
as anticipatea in Nuclear Waste Policy Act, plus 17 metric tons of surplus weapons grage
plutenium, plus the quantity of spent nuclear fuel to be generated oy HOX fuei, piuvs s3.:it
(42 tons) of weapons-grade piutonium already declared by the President as excess to
nat:Cha: Security needs, pius weapons grade piutonium which may be decliared excess surp:us
in the future, plus weapons-usapie, reactor grage plutonium sucpius to programmatic and
national gefense needs of LOL?

It wouid appeac that DCE intends to construct Yucca Mountain Repository annes <o
accommodate consigerabiy more than 70,000 metric tons of high-ievel ragioactive
matecial/wnatever D0E and NRC agree to dispose in Nye County, Hevada, of intecpretasion in
retrospect of Huciear Waste Policy Act and its amencments are going 10 accomacdale iahi.ng

-3__ 3
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a second potentlal candldate site for construction of a high-level radloactive waste
repository AFTER construction and full-to-capacity operations of the Tucca Mountain site.
Given the decidedly disingenucus nature of the entire process to date, the later
re-reading of the language of Nuclear Waste Policy Act is the most likely preferrea
alternative by DOE and NRC in cooperation with multiple financiaily vestea interests tog
pumerous to mention in this correspondence.

| DOE "streamlining’of the NEPA nrocess coula more accurateiy be tecmed “steamroliing’
over the publlc and democratic process. Yet, DOE has falied to comply with ing agency $
own requirements as outlined for contractors in the *streamiining steamcoilering” process.

1f the NEPA process is not completed before the (contract) award
the contract work must be made contingent on compietion of the
NEPA process, and contract work must pe phased to allow the NEFA
process to be completed |0 advance of 4 0Q/no-qo decjsjon,

It is my understancing that DOE is hoiging publlc hearings in Las Vegas, Nevada on January
11, 200G to solicit, include, and respond to comments on the Draft Enviconmentai Impact
Statement for a Geologic Repository for the Disposal of Spent Nuciear fuel and High-Leve:
Radioactive Waste at Tucca Mountain, Nye County, Nevada (DOE/EIS-0250D, DOE 19993, yer DOt
has aire ade "go" decision and pubilshed that decision in Hovemper of 1999 {in another
¢inal EI13).| To further compound the deception being perpetrated by the agency upon the
oirectiy affectea public, interested parties, ¢itlzens, and taxpayers, CONGreSSiundi
tntent in Nuciear Waste Policy Act is being "re-visited’ by various vested-inlerest
pariies by stuifing Tucca Mountain fuil tec capacity (70,000 metric tons; with nign- eve!
radivactive waste, while aisingenucusly claiming that Nuclear Waste Policy Act, with
amencment, aliows the same arbitrary name-a-second-high-level ragioactive waste repository
candidate site process. DOE Is engaglng in double-speak and aouble-cross which is
incompatibie with democratic process. In essence, 'lmpediment” to cepsiruction ana
opecation of Yucca Mountaln as well as low-ievei radioactive disposai facilities theougn
{ne regional compact system is public participation, i.e.. "the cpposition.” SOL i1s. by
uh.ntentional Dias’ of ouiright deception exciuaing the pupiic trom QECiSiGR-MAak.(NY
(meaningfu: participaticn) in the NEPA process whiie picking and CROOSILG the SCieice ihat
sounas iike 1L fits the totai project gesign implementation pian. DOE is speciiicai:y
cicecteq oy fegderal 1aw ana agency ceguiation to avold ali actis which are iike:y
(precicted) to resuit in ioss of trust ana confidence by the peopie [n their government
and its agencies. How does DUE intenc tc compiy, ana when is compiiance anticipaiec ¢
begin in agency high-levei radicagtive waste disposai/MOX fuei surpius piutonium
gisposition gecigion-making proceggéj 14 CFR 1010.10} (a) requires DOL employees L0:

avoid any action, whether or not specifically prohibited by
requlations, which might resuit In, or create the appearance of:
(1) using public otfice for private cain; (2) glving preferentlai
treatment to any person; (3) impeding government efficiency af
economy; (4) losing complete independence oc impartiallty; (9)
making a government decision outside official channels; or (6)
affecting adversely the confidence of the public in the intearity
of government. Ref.: DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY, UNETHICAL COMDUCT AT
DOE’S YUCCA MOUNTAIN PROJECT, GAO/0SI-96-2, September 1996, page 2.

In falcness to DOE, some of the Information contalined !n this corcespondence Wnich ud
at times highly critical of DOE was provided by DOE as part of the agency s puolic
participation process. The agency does allow and provides intormation necessary (¢
informea public participation. Agency weaknesssarea whlch requices improvement i3 .ts
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exclusion of crucial Information and the public from actually altering andsor impacting
the decision-making process. While national security needs require the agency to
implement policies which result in minimum proliferation’ of weapons of mass destruction
and means of delivery of those weapons, see Attachment I[II, the agency ig required to act
in good faith with the public and comply with NEPA, Executive Qrder 12674, and 1% CRF,
among others, Disposal of commercially generated high and fow level radloactive waste nas
past history of leaking faciiities, pubilc opposition and outery, miilions upon miilicns
of taxpayer dollars fﬁ%}EEEﬁffclean up accompanied by cost over run3 with less than
contract performance objectives belng met by site contractors, and special interest
lobbying, Federal dollars fund studies which provide data which i3 simultaneousiy much
less than scientiflc and Industry-generator-special interest advantageous. Past history
strategy and tactics are replete with "buying" friends/promoters and bullying
over/silencing the opposition.

~ DOE lessons learned from the splltting of the atom for nuclear weapons/natlonal
security must include these past abuses to avoid irreparable harm to democratic process.
It-sounds-1ike-science, fund-the-research/control-the-findings, and outright builying over
the opposition (citizens) is unacceptabie in a democracy. To my knowledge, Yucca Mountain
has been targeted from 1982 congressional mention as a candidate site/sacrifice zone for
the nuclear power lnoustry. DOE has apparently now asslaned a larger purpose, i.¢.,
natlonal security In weapons/reactor grade disposal which |8 a ruse promotec by the
nuclear power industry/MOX fue! promoters. One wonders if U.5. citizens are, in fact, Ig
considerably more danger from special interests, foreign and domestic, than from rorelan
military operations, see Attachments IV ang V.

L According to LOW-LEVEL RADICACTIVE WASTES, STATES ARE NGT DEVELOPING DISEUSAL
FACILITIES, GAO/RCED-99-238 no disposal faclilty for commerclally generated low-level
radioactive waste has been sited in the past 18 years despite the *compact® regional
system and $600,000.00 spent. Commom "obstacles and impediments® in the siting process
Include:

. .the controversial natuce of nuciear waste disposai,
which often manifests itseif in the form of skepticism apout
andsor opposition to disposal facilitles py members of the
public and political leaders at ail ievels of government.
Ref.: LOW-LEVEL RADIOACTIVE WASTES, GAQ/RCED-99-238, 3Jept. 99,
page 5.

Opening the LLRW market to private industry could result in con ction of operating
facilities which would meet the needs of the commercial LLRW generatgigjand_ﬂﬁE which
could also be said of the High-Level radloactive waste disposal "market®. | DOE has
obllgation to cease shuffllng the deck and re-dealing the cards In cooperation with HRE,
the nuclear power industry, and DOE‘s site contractors, to the Yucca Mountain site cucing
the High-Level Radioactive Waste disposal repository sitlng process and are heceil
respectfully requested to do so. Responding to "skepticism' is appropriate agency action,
but agency actions which_cause "skepticism® among members of the public and potiticai
leaders IS not appropriate,

In related revamp of the cules, The Tennessee Valley Authorlty as of Decemoer 9, 1999
approved a plan to produce nuclear weapons materlals in a civiilan nuciear reactor, 8¢
Attachment VI. Although the separation of nuclear materials and civilian nuciear
materials has, in fact, been a paper partition, poiicy decisions by DOE, Congress, anu
other federal agencies have historicaily made decisions using that separation poiicy! To
further aod to the "uncertalnties® in context of continual rule and puiicy changes,

— 45— 5
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Congress has, for the first time, allocated $700 million taxpayer/general revenue dollars
for Superfund Sites remediation/clean-up, see Attachment VI, TYucca Nountain's High-Leve:
Radioactive Waste Repository has been promoted by the generators of the waste to be
*isolatec” as a project destined to be pald for by the generators. TVA recent aecision
and taxpayer flnanclal burden for releases of toxic materlais to the human and naturai
environment would certainly appear to change the rules in mic-siting process, and Cehituse
the nationai interests, i.e. production of tritium, in commerciai auciear power reavtors
with the nationai interests.

What agency is in charge would apparentiy now be in state of confusion as weil. LCE
has historically had oversight of both clvilian and nuclear power with requirements ¢
comply with cegulations of both U.S. EPA and the Nuclear Reguiatory Commission (KRC). nas
NRC recently, as of 12/9/99 promoted both its licensees and itself, as indicated in
Attachment VI pollcy change? Before long time critics of DOE conclude any change rrom GOt
is preferable, it is instructive to document public dis-information apparently irom
official or unofficial NRC channels to the public as published in local news media.
Attachment VII is inciuded herein as example of accuracy of information/NRC agency rx
officially or unofficiaily distributed through the local news media. The Huciear
Reouiatory Commission has been tdentifled as the NATIONAL REGULATORY COMKISSICH (HKC) by
local news correspondent who obviously received that Information from some source. Hote
that Attachment VI provides rather strong, specific, and NRC self-serving praise. Hil
Meritorious Service Award recipient is described in Attachment VII as inspector at ooth
the Paducah, Kentucky and Portsmouth (Piketon), Ohio Gaseous Diffusion/Uranium

enrichment/processing plants. The exact wording of the award received is guotea by iocai
media cojumnist as:

*In recoanition of hls exceptional contributions in ldent!fication
of safety issues and his strong dedication to the safety goals of the
NRC (defined in Attachment VII as the National Regulatory Commission
which either premature or inaccurate, notation in parenthesis added’.
Hls actlons have provided signiflcant benefits to the Paducah Gaseous
Diffusion Plant inspection team and the Region III fuel cycle
ingpection program. . . .’

Three concluslions are obvious: 1) specific Information was providea trom Some
source as basis for thls news column, as evidenced by the author's quotation, 2) the €Q.s
spin presents NRC more than somewhat favorably, *fireworks and heat' generatea at iocai
patriotic Fourth of July celebrations are somehow propagandized as appropriate description
of DOE/NRC, and 37 elther premature announcement of NRC conslderable [ncrease in
requtatory authority has been made or the pubiic has been misieaa. Apparently the

public’s skeptlclsm and adverse reaction to nuctear materials has been reileved oy FEMOVA|
of the word *nuclear.”

Details of the significant benefits to the Paducah Plant inspection team are riot
provided. Neither is explanation of near-criticallty event at the Portsmouth Fiant 1o
fail of 1999 which resulted in publc meetlng to reassure the local population heid py HiC
in February of 1999, According to NRC as reported In Octoper of 1999, see Attacnment
Vill, with head!ine "NRC: Radiation not a problem at Ohio plant.” Accordirg to NEC
tindings, the PORTs Piant does a good job with radiation control, even though HEC founc
inadequacies In United States Encichment Corporation worker training proceaures. ke 3
separation of radiation controi (from operations minus human/worker ercor due Lo :acx Ut
training’ defies logic as well as hlstory.

in fact, human error appears to be a common thread in nuclear

c (
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chain reaction accidents, according to a draft government study
that examined 21 such mishaps between 1953 and 1997. Most occurred
in Russian and American weapons programs. THE LEDGER INDEPENDENT,

"Workers in Japan’s nuclear accident unaware of dangers," t0/23/99,
Attachment IX. :

As reported in Attachment IX, the accident/incident/cetease at the Tokaimura nuciear
fuel piant was a direct consequence of inadequate worker training ana knowiegge of the
risks of the materials (pure uranium obtained from France as fuel for an experimental
breeder reactor). Furthermore, reference to criticality events having
*slight/inconsequentiai/insignificant® health and environmental consequences does not,
thereby, make workers, the public, and environment Immune to adverse impacts. In fact,
initlal Japanese government survey of the adverse consequences falled te count 20 workers
who were exposed to levels of radlatlon beyond "safé* leveis. Radloactive iodine 13t at
twice the "safety limit" was determined, 1lkewlse to pose no health risk! Some workers
were exposed to 50 to 100 times hicher radiation levels in one event than cumulative oose
congidered to De safe exposure over an entlre year perlod of time, see Attachment X.

Spin-doctoring is not unigue to DOE, NRC, and the nuclear utllity industry ang its
refated interests, However, faced with public apprehension and mistrust, consldecabie
geception, misinformation, and subterfuge apparently 1S requlred in order to promote a
future (measured in decades rather than thousands and ten thousands of years) for the
commerclal nu¢lear power industry now Dlended, rather artfully, with the national
interests in TVA clvilian ceactor proauction of tritium.

Ample evigence has recently been brought to the attentlion of DOE and lnvestigations
conducted by DOE whlch Indicate award of merit badges to responsible parties, site
contraciors and oversight agencies alike, is not warranted. To the contrary, the
spin-doctoring necessary to "reassure" the pubilc, is In fact, emerging as a *common
thread” likely to cause rips ang tears In the very fabric of democracy! [DOE most
certainly has ample "cooperation" from various other state and federal agencies in deceit
and information mismanagement.

As examples:

iy Lapses in alr-monitoring around the Paduczh Gaseous Diffusion riant by the state
environmental agency resuited in the state being able to say that it never found
higner-than-normal amounts of airborne radiation, although the agency agreed in iate (%96
to perform weekly monitoring, but *lapsed" for a month or two in the summer of 199%, see
Attachment XI, with predictabte ¢itizen response, i.e., mistrust of state and federai
agency assurances.

Z) Safe arinking water consumec in proximity of Paducah, Ky. Plant slte flnaiiy has his
residence hooked up to the Jocal water system. In 1988 tests of residential/private
residence drinking water weils showed solvents and technetium-99 in vicinity of the Piant
site. Until about 3 years ago, the family had been drinking water from a well near a ncg
barn after the well near his house was condemned by the health department. For the past 3
years the family had been purchasing drinking water. See Attachment XII.

Qver the years, people working for the government have tested
his well water. Benton said they told him they found traces of
piant (site) contaminants, but not at levels that would make it
unsafe to drink.

‘I don’t belleve a thing those guys tell me,” he said.
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3) Army Corp of Engineers World War Il transportation depot is presently the site of
River Valley Schools near Marion, Chio. Results of an initial survey found no unusualiy
high levels of radiation at the school campus. However, cancer rate of students and
former students had sparked initial investigation. An employee of a civiiian
subcontractor hireg by the corps to survey for radlation saic reports were doctored (o
make it appear as if radiation levels were not unusual. See Attachment XIII.

Hacion clitizens concerned about the contamination aren s
satlsfied with yesterday’s annguncement.

‘1‘'m skeptical of anything that the Army does to investigate itself,
gaid. . . a Rlver Valley parent,

‘This is the pattern of behavior that we’ve seen throughout
this whoie investigation.’

4) Test resuits for DOE annual environmentai reports alleged to be falsified in lawsuit.
Deer shot near the Paducah, Ky. Gaseous Diffusion Plant site and iS5 miies from the site
show *tiny" amounts of uranium, neptunlum, thorium, and strontium. Attachment XIV. 3ite
contractors deny wrong-going and say the plant environment is safe.

5) Deer carcasses tested at the Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion Piant site, which has the
same DOE site contractors (Bechtel Jacobs/Lockheed Martiny as Faaucan, Ry sShiw no
cadiation detected in deer kianeys in the past 4 years of the hunt., Loss of credibiiity
has become somewhat of an issue at PORTs. A 1990 report notes breakaown in certrofl of
contamination w1th W1de59read eat1ng and smoklng In contaminatea areas. The i%78 ot’lcial

22,000 pounds creating a toxic cloud) inaicates that wockers were not informea of (ne
dangers of exposure during the incident, or afterward. In fact, a worker sent to clean up
that spil! without protective clothing was ridiculed for asking about the dangers. Jee
Attachment XV,

§) False alarm triggered by offlce joke at DOE Fernald, Oh (FEMP) superfund remediai
action site cost wasted the time of eight (8) county, state, ano federal agency empicyees
and cost several thousand taxpayer doilars. Office humor apparently resuited in iaveiling
an unwashed coffee cup as containing an anthrax sample. See Attacnments XVi ana AVil. ii
misinformation and failure to disciose Informatlon were not sufficient to cause

apprehension py the pubiic in matters nuclear--complete lack of professionai conguct
should get the job done!

17 I: DOE has ob!lgatlon to fully address the suitabllity of the Yucca Mountaln Hign Level
Waste Repository site. DOE must consider long term consequences based upon pest avaiiépie
technology and scientific knowledge, If DOE has anticipation, based upon agency
experience and expertlse, that Yucca Mountain wlll not permanently isolate high-lieve;
radioactlve waste from the natucal and human environment for time perlods of 100 ana
10,000 years, DOE has obilgation to say so in Flnal EIS. [ Deing the wrong thing in nugieat
waste management should be the ieast preferred alterndtive. 3ee Attachment xVIII,
Hanford’s SY-101 million gailon underground storage tank provides exampie of agency actior
Intended to reduce/address waste volume problem which, in retrospect, resuited in ait oo
appropriate description of the high/low levei radiocactive waste disposal diiemma 1l
general.

.another probiem caused by the solutlon to that proolem
Unfortunately, there just doesn’t seem to be an end it.
(See Attachment XVIII.)
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In conclusion, DOE has obllgation and responsiblllty to render final agency decision
regacding the suitability of Yucca Mountain as solution to high level radioactive waste
disposal (70,000 metric tons site capacity) in final EIS? Shouid DOE fina Yucca Mountain
unsuitable, recommendations to Congress must be submitted.| DOE final decision must
Include priorities and considerations actually used by the agency in reaching flinal
finding. Priorities from other DOE programs, other federal agency programs, the nationa:
interests, and international poiicies and agreements certainly appear (0 nave intruged on
the Yucca Mountain repository siting process. Transparency anQ accountabiiliy IR agency
gecision making is most urgently cequired, and is herein specificaily requestea.
Priorities of DOE must address other agency-decision making "drivers" so that interested
parties, concerned cltizens, taxpayers, and directly affected parties can pegin, al this
stage of the siting process, to comprehend what is actually being cecided by whom ana why!
[f my understanding of the term, "transparency* is egsentialily correct, DCE as wei: a8
other federal agencies are encouraged to make decision-making “drivers” known (¢
interested parties before, during, and/or after decision making process. ICE nas
obligation to identify for public comment, during comment period, whi ¢ters have peen
determined to by DOE to receive “top priorities status® in this prnceEQZTF

OMB Circular A-119 requires all federai agencies {o use voluhtary consensus standaras
in 1leu of government-unique standards in procurement. and regulatory actions, except where
inconsistent with iaw or impractical. The standards for protection of the public ang tne
environment otherwise required by DOE, NRC, and U.S. EPA are not being applied to Tucca
Mountain. What standards to use, unique to Yucca Mountain is in dispute by RKC ang U.3.
EPA. DOE is apparent!y using *Voluntary Consensus Standards' when regulations aireaay
apply to ail other DOE sites. Antlclipation/determination by DOE, NRC, and-or U.3. ZPA
requires DOE to find the site unsuitable rather than Insert new standards less protective
Into the process. It would seem rather obvious that DOE, HRC, U.S. EPA have apprenensions
by virtue of the debate over which standards should apply. HNo confidence Dy reguiatory
agencies in the sites ability to perform to requlations does not inspire confidence in
agency EIS draft "preferred alternative.® Ref.: CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS, HEW GUIDANCE

| SHOULD ENCOURAGE TRANSPARENCY IN AGENCY DECISIONMAKING, GAO/GGD-99-170, Sept. 1999.

OMB Clreular A-119 does not apply to conformity assesament activities carrieg out
pursuant to treaty agreements. Ref.: IBID. By treaty agreement with kussia as part o1
the nuciear weapons non-proliferation policy in March 1993, the U.3. agreeg lo purchase
500 metric tons of highly enriched uranium from dismantled Russian nuciear weapons.

United States Enrichment Corporation, Inc. was privatized in July 1998. USEC (PORTS Piant
at Piketon, Ohio) receives shipments of Russian HEU (downbiended), processes it, and senas
the LEU to five U.S. nuclear fuel fabricators to be made Into nuclear reactor fuel tfor
commerclial nuclear power reactors. Bluntly stated,[?gg nuclear power industry wnow armed
with milltary tritium producing purpose) has obvlious flnancial interest in DOE
decision-making process at Yucca Mountain.] To further add to the confusion &s to what
priocities are being used by whom in decision-making:

DOE and Lawrence Livermore offlclals told us (GAQ) that untll

cont inuous-monitoring equipment is Instalied at the three Russian
blending facilities, they will not be highiy confident that blending
is occurring and that all of the LEU that the U.S. is purchasing

is coming from blended HEU (dismantled nuclear weapons). Ref.:
NUCLEAR NONPROLIFERATION, STATUS OF TRANSPARENCY MEASURES FOR U.S.
PURCHASE OF RUSSIAN HIGHLY ENRICHED URABNIUM, GAO/RCED-99-194, Sept.
1999,

- ta?,_ g
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“Transparency” as appliied in GAO/RCED-99-194 refers to U.S. abitity to verify that LEU
purchased from Russia actually comes from dismantled nuclear weapons. Confidence by the
U.3. appears to have a sliding scale of some confldence, conrfldence, ang high confidgnce.
The high configence category applles to activities when observed ang verified directiy by
inspectors!

although the nuciear weapons arsenal of the former Soviet Union is one of top
pricrity during dgecision-mexing in the national interests, DOE must consicer proiiferation
of nuciear weapons to other nations ag well.

Horth Korea“’s development of weapons of mass destruction is posing
increasing threat to the United States and its Allles, accorcing to
& congressional study.

In addition to chemlcal and blologlcal weapons, there Is ‘significant
evidence’ that North Korea is continuing to develop nuciear weapons
despite a commitment five years ago to remain nuclear free, .

See Attachment XIX.

It is worth mentlon, with considerable Irony, that U.5. efforts to improve the quaility of
life of reslidents of Horth Korea have inciuded export of civilian nuclear power
capabilities to North Korea which the Horth Korean government has put to use providing
Jobs for its citizens at gambling casinos. Another probiem apparentiy has been caused DY
a solution.

18 cont. In brief,[ﬁ@ﬁ Yucca Mountain "solution” apparently, but not transparently, is being
blended with agency and other priocritles, including U.S. excess Plutonium weapons materiai
disposition, and the role nuclear power directly and indlrectly piays in the nation’s
security and energy interests. DOE is requested to define and clarify its priorities and
their order in final Yucca Mountain draft EIS. Who are the players and what ace the cules
of the game? The public participation process is rendered meaningless without basic
knowiedge of what is actually being decided and by whom?

Respectfulily submitted

élana [. Cahall (note restoratlon of malden name, f.k.a. Diana Sallsoury)

7019 Ashridge Arnheim Road
Sardinia, Ohlo 45171

Attachments

Yia the U.S. Postal Service, certified mail, article number z‘ \'g O/"' 3@ 7l7¢

retucn receipt requested, postage prepald on ! g.

¢c: Unites States Enviconmental Protectlion Agency; via the U.5. Postai 3ervice, regu:ar
maii, postage prepaid on “—: /4, 99
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Half-lives for representative radio nuclides in commercially generated low-level radioactive
waste.

Radio Nuclide Symbol Half Life

Americium-241 Am-241 432.2 years
Antimony-125 Sb-125 2.77 years
Barium-137m Ba-137m 2.55 minutes
Carbon-14 C-14 5730 years
Cerium-144 Ce-144 284.3 days
Cesium-134 Cs-134 2.06 years
Cesium-137 Cs-137 . 30.17 years
Chromium-51 Cr-51 27.7 days
Cobalt-58 Co-58 70.8 days
Cobalt-60 Co-60 5.27 years
Europium-152 BEu-152 13.6 years
Europium-154 Eu-154 . 8.8 years
Europium-155 Eu-155 4,96 years
Hydrogen-3 H-3 12.3 years
Iron-59 Fe-59 44,63 days
Manganese-54 Mn-54 312.7 days
Niobium-95 Nb-95 35.06 days
Promethium-147 Pm-147 2.62 days
Praseodymium-144 Pr-144 17.28 minutes
Plutonium-238 Pu-238 87.75 years
Plutonium-239 Pu-239 24,130 years
Radium-226 Ra-226 1,600 years
Rhodium-106 Rh-106 299 seconds
Ruthenjum-106 Ru-106 368.2 days
Samarium-151 Sm-151 90 years
Strontium-%0 Sr-90 28.6 years
Technetium-99 Tc-99 213,000 years
Tellurium-125m Te-125m 58 days
Thorium-232 Th-232 14 billion years
Uranium-235 U-235 7 million years
Uranium-238 U-238 45 million years
Yttrium-90 Y-50 61 hours
Zine-65 Zn-65 244 days
Zircopiumn-95 Zr-95 64 days

From U.S. Department of Energy, Integrated Data Base for 1988: Spent Fuel and Radioactive
Waste Inventories, Projections, and Characteristics, September, 1988.
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Studies
backed by
-drug firms .
‘less critical

BY DON BABWIN o
The Associated Press’ I

. CHICAGO — Studies on the:cost-
effectiveness of drugs are far more
likely to report favorable findings if |
they are sponsored by the drug com-
panies themselves rather than inde-
pendent groups, researchers found.

Their study — funded by a pharma-

ceutical company — appears 1o con-
firm that doctors are less cnitical about
a drug's safety and effectiveness when
they have ties to the manufacturer.

Last year, the conflict-of-interest
issue made headlines when a report
found that the vast niajority of doc-
tors who defended the safety of calci-
um®channel blockers had a financial -
relationship with manufacturers of
the blood pressure pills.

In the current study, published in
today's Journal of the American Med-
ical Association, the researchers
looked at 44 studies on the cost-effec-
tiveness of cancer drugs. Twenty of .
the studies were funded by pharma-
ceutical companies and 24 by non-
profit organizations.

Those sponsored by nonprofit
groups reached unfavorable conclusions
38 percent of the time, compared witt
just 5 percent for studies sponsored by
pharmaceutical companies. Also, re
searchers in company-backed studie:
were slightly more likely to overstau
the cost-effectiveness.

Some researchers receive fundin;
directly from pharmaceutical compa
nies. Some get funding in the form ¢
honoraria or travel expenses. Some
hold stock in drug companies and
profit from increased drug sales.

Dr. Charles Bennett, the lead au-
thor and a professor at Northwestern

. Medical School, said that in addition {.
to unconscious bias, there could bel”
other explanations for the findings.

For example, pharmaceutical com- ‘
panics are given early looks at stud-
ies. That enables them to abandon
studies that appear to be unfavorable
and focus on those they think are
going to be positive, Dr. Bennett said.

Dr. Bennett said the findings

~ should not be seen as a major criti-
cism of pharmaceutscal companies.
“Uur study was sponsored by a
pharmaceutical company,  he said,
Amgen Inc. He also said his paper
anzlyzed studies sponsored Dby Am-
gen, which fared no better than other
e weanearsd studies.

.
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Chinese official blasts
U.S. missile shield plan

BY JOHN POMFRET
The Washington Post

BENING — China's top arms Pentagon a]armedby IS_ra,QH

contol official assailed (e United M . .
States Wednesday for j;s campaign to Weapons Sales Wlth Chlnﬁ‘%
develop a Protective shield 2 ainst New Vork oo BT T e bt P
ballistic nuclear missiles, [je wgrned The New York Times the Téiwan Strait. That obviously is
that such 2 program could lead to 3 | WASHINGTON — Israel’s our major security interest in the

nuclear arms race and dangeroysiy f sale of 2 Sophisticated, $250 mitlion  region.” .
alter the Strategic balance in Asig and' | airborne radar System to Ching hag Wor kers at Elta, 5 Subsidiary of .
the rest of the world, raised serious concerrg at the Pen- Israel Aircraft Industries, recently -
Sha Zukang, the Foreign Minjs- tagon. The Clintop administration mounted the radar System on a
try's arms control director, also lam. has quietly urged Israeli officials tq RusSla{l-rr_lade.cargo piane destined
basted the Senate for jtg failure g cancel delivery of additional radar for China's Ajr Force, completing
ratify the Comprehensive T est Ban | planes and 1o curb other weapons the first part of a complex deal that
reaty last month, arguing that such sales to the Chinese military, ad- Was several years i the making,

an act could make countripg like Chi- Ministration ang defense officias Elta designed the System,
na reluctant tg EMer into arms cop- | said Wednesday. '_knoyvn.as the P halcon, for the Is-
trol agreements with the Uniteqd Israel has long had 2 tlose, se- “raeli Air Forge, using.a Boeing 707
States. cretive military relationship with as a platform, China is reportely

“Because I'm , negoliator | ask | Ching that, according to arms ex- Interested in buying four (o eight
myself, "What should | do? " Mr, Sha Perts, has resulted in billions of more of the Systems.
said in a rare, wide-rangingimerview. doilars of weapons sales in recent The Israels government has gg-
“Should we follow the same practiees years and raised concerns i the sured admlmst_rauon officials that the
€ know the United States js 4 United States. Byt Senior Pentagon  sale does not tnvolve .S, tth“C'I?‘
SUPETpower, but that does 14 8ive | officials fear tha the.advanced ra- gy, although a Pentagon official said
You super rights.” - | dar system, in particular, wil| en. that, given the amount of arms the
- Sha's statements reflect Chiny's hance China’s ability to extend its Um“‘-‘?j States shares with IS’??L it
deep unease with American strategic | military power beyond its borders Was difficult to separate U.S. military
inking, specifically the push to amend | ang threaten Taiwan, technology from Israel’s own,
Or even abrogate the 1972 Anu-Balljs. “It is a significant capability,” 3 Adm:mstlrauon ofﬁcmls hgve re-
tic Missile Treaty. Underlying Mr. / senior official said, speaking on con- peatedly raised the jssue with the
s comments js 3 perception, shared dition of anonymuty, “and it will Israelis, as Defense Secretar y Wil-
by some European officials, that Wash.
ington is capitalizing on its stagys as the
most  powerfy] country to lock in g
Féﬁﬁgg{zdﬁﬁgzﬁ%ﬁ} would miake i ed States with its nuclear warheads, that it had tested 3 short-range inter-
That would result in a China that ceptor rocket’ for the Moscow antj.
Chinese rely on missiley feels trapped and powerless tg pursue - ballistic missile system In what ap-
The U.S. plan 1o create g shield 'S interests, non-American Western peared to be'a blunt warning about jts
2gainst missiles woulg affect Ching  dipiomats say. - own plans’ for an expanded ABM
specifically because jt would trump “Any amendment, or abolishing of system, Western diplomats predict
Beijing‘s single strategic ace, Ching's the treaty, will lead to disastrous ‘ thaz anlenhanced American missile
armed forces are s1j) decades behing consequgnces,” Mr. Sha warned. s_hxeld_ will result in evep closer secu-
the American military. Its missies, “This will bring 2 halt 10 nuclear fty ties between Moscow and Bei-
however, are top-notch and are the disarmament now between_ the Rus. 108 Russia already sells China about
part of its arsena that give it any $%0s and Americans, ang 12 the fu- $1 billion of Weapons a year.

improve significantly China's ability liam Cohen did on his trdp to Israel
*o conduct operations in and aroyny  last month, the officials sai.

hope of becoming 2 world, or even ture will halrt, multilateral disarma. Some diplomats also warn that 3

regional, military power. “They are ment as weil, tough fine from Washington on mis-

missile savants,” said one Wegtors Russia’s viewpoint sile defense could Foet China to

military expert, _ rela;( its new controfg on nuclear |
But creating an American natiyaj Russiz has already protested the proliferation and allow Chinese co.

missile defense systerm would deny  American plan (p modify the ABM panies to' resyme seiling nuclear '
China the ability to threaten the Unit- treaty. On Nov. 3, Russia announced ‘Weapons-relateq technology. |
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Survey finds Chinese
most willing to pay
bribes abroad

By HARRY DUNPHY

Associated Press

WASHINGTON - China is seen
as the country whose exporters
are most willing to pay bribes in
business deals a road, and
Scandinavians are least likely to
give or receive them, according to
two surveys released Tuesday.
The United States ranked in the
middle. '

The surveys, compiled by
Transparency International, a
private organization with chap-
ters in 77 countries, focused
attention for the first time not
only on governments whose offi-
crals accept money but also
nationalities perceived as those
most likely, to pay bribes and
kickbacks to win contracts.

“Our two indexes capture views
on the two sides of the corruption
coin,” said Frank Vogl, vice chair-
man of the organization' “They
highlight the corruption conspir-
acy, where bribe-supplying com-
panies come together with bribe-
taking officials to defraud people
in emerging-market countries.”

The surveys come at a time of
rising awareness of corruption’s
cost to both rich and poor nations.
The World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund
long avoided the issue but now,

- seeing it as a major obstacle to

economic progress, are waging
aggressive camnpaigns for clean
government. '

Rankings in the Corrupt
Perceptions Index, which for five
years has cataloged the most cor-
ruption-ridden governments: and
the new Bribe Payers Index, a
look at where the most willin
bribers operate from, are base
on’ perceptions as measured in
polls by Gallup International.

In the Bribe Payers Index, Vogl
said, countries rather than pri-
vate companies were ranked
because there was no way to
examine 60,000 ‘multinational
companies and their 500,000 for-
eign affiliates,

He said, however, “There
should be no doubt that the BP]
shows many firms in many lead-
ing industral countries are seen
to be using bribes in emerging-
market countries.”

Almost v800 senior business
executives in 14 such countries
were asked whose companies
among the world's 19 leading
exporting nations were the most
likely to offer bribes.

- Sweden, the only Scandinavian
country among the 19 leading
exporters, got the best score, 8.3
of a possible 10, meaning very lit-
tle perceived corruption. Aus-
tralia and Canada tied for sec-
ond, while Taiwan, South Korea 1
and China, including Hong Kong,
brought up the rear.

“Most disappointing of all, "Vogl
said, is that the United States
and other wealthy industrialized
nations "did not fare too well.”

The United States and
Germany tied at No. 9, trailed by
France, Japan and Italy.

The Corrupt Perceptions Index,
a compilation of polls covering
degrees of government corrup-
tion, was topped again b
Scandinavia, with I%enmar
recording a perfect corruption-
free 10. :

It was followed by Finland, New
Zealand, Sweden, Canada and
Iceland, the same lineup as last
year.

At the bottom of the 99-nation
list were Azerbaijan, Indonesia,
Nigeria and Cameroon.
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.. other cougtries to reduce mnuclear | | plant pear Dayton, Ohio, 69. 8. 2.5 E g
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“They're"watching Wwhat We do, | || "way of current and former muclear | -8 25| 2
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. 'that enhances the explosive power of | | :sick, the ;government,in _Jyly. an- |i~

" nuclear warheads. . - 'nounced; a plan to compensate many |
© The report also concluded that “it | | 'of therf for medical ‘care. and lost.|

445 E¥en  more mamkigeable-as.a re-| | Wages. That plan requires congres-
sult of TVA doing it because we are a{1i sional approval.

« federally owned facility,” said TVA z'i The new Energy Department

" ¥ice President Jack Bailey. - . | rules require contractors who operate
i Last year, the House approved DOE's plants to put in place stricter
legislation that would have blocked | | controls to minimize beryllium expo-

“sthe use of a commercial reactor to sure and assist in disease detection.
‘make tritium, but the measure failed .
‘in the Senate. - ‘ -

TV4A, the nation’s largest public '
'power producer, was picked by the
DOE a year ago to be the govern-
ment’s new source for tritium and |
‘bad worked on the contrast since.

" The DOE is expected to sign the / A
‘agreement in the next few weeks.
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Ohio man recognized
for NRC efforts

Fireworks and heat have been recent
the country. Most recently these symbols have
been apparent in
the celebrations
surrounding the
Fourth of July.

Fireworks are
always something
to look forward to
in the evening
activities.of every SRS
town and city. T ——————
Heat has been the
weather description for almost every town and city.

However, there is another category which can be
described by thése two words. The category is best
described as a department of government known
as the Department of Energ'y It would be easy to
lump everyone working in that important segment
of government into the much publicized’ :
Department of Eriergy. However, the National
Regulatory Commission is a very important part of
the national energy program and is not under the
Jurisdiction of the Department of Energy. Their
oversight comes from the United States Congress
(The Department of Energy is part of the.
Administration). :

Joyce
Brown

The NRC Meriterious Serwce Award was recent- -

ly awarded to a former Ohio resident, John M.
Jacobson, resident inspector, Padudah {Ky.) Site
Office, Region 1. His work takes him into the
Waverly—Piketon area to oversee their work. The
domestic use of energy is his field. The nuclear
weapon systems which have been in recent head-
lines are entirely separate from his work. John
Jacobson came to Washington to receive this
award with his family including his father-in-law,
the well known Green County resident Ralph
Stegner. The following is the wording of his
award. |

“In recognition of his exceptional contributions in
identification of safety issues and his strong dedi-
cation to the safety goals of the NRC. Mr.
Jacobson’s outstanding daily performance as a res-
ident inspector consistently exceeds all normal
expectations. His actions have provided signifi-
cant benefits to the Paducah Gaseous Diffusion
Plant inspection team and the Region III fuel cycle
inspection program ... Mr. Jacobson truly exempli-
fies the character, mtegrlt.y, and work ethic that
are a model for other inspectors. Mr. Jacobson has
been a reliable, effective and hlghly valued team
player. His excellence is evident in all his efforts.”

Yes, indeed! How proud we central Ohioans are
of this positive recognition in the current fireworks
and heat of the energy world!

Joyce Edige Brown writes her Brown Bag column
for The News Democrat.
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NRC Radlatlon
not a problem -

at Ohio plant -

BY ANDREW WELSH-HUGGINS
The Associated Press

PIKETON, Ohio — A southém
Ohio uranium enrichment plant does
good JOb with radiation control but
could improve worker training, regu
lators reported Thursday.

The Nuclear Regulatory Comrms--

sion report focused on current condi-
tions at the Portsmouth Gaseous Dif-
fusion Plant in Piketon, about 80
miles south of Columbus. It did not
cover concerns that some workers
might have been exposed to high
levels of radiation in the past.

The NRC has full-time inspectors
at the plant but conducted a special
inspection last, month, and separately

the Energy Department is investigat- .

ing the plant's history.

The plant, which enriches uranium .

for use in nuclear fuel, “*has a good
radiological control program, and
good control of releases and an enw-
ronmental monitoring program,” said
Pat Hiland, NRC inspection leader.
The NRC took issue with some

worker training by the United States -
Enrichment Corp., which operates -
the plant. The inspection said the -

training was too general.

Some workers interviewed by in-
spectors also had trouble remember-
ing things they'd been taught in tram
ing, Hiland said.

. “You may leave the impressio to .
‘the workforce that they don’t haye to

take certain precautions,” Hiland

“said. "Clearly it's in everyone’s inter-

est to engage the workers, to explain
what the radioclogical risks are, and
actually to allow the workers to par-
ticipate in their own radiological pro-
tection activities.”

Morris Brown, the plant 5 genera]
manager, thanked the- NRC for its
findings and said the plant would
improve worker training.

Susan Thompson, 45, of nearby

Rardon, asked NRC 0ff1c1als about the

lingering effect of plutonium embed-
ded in systems from work done from
the 1950s into the '70s.

She said her husband, Owen

“Thompson, a chemical operator at the

plant from 1975 to 1985, died of
brain cancer last year at age 46.
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Workers'i
By H. JOSEF HEBERT.
Asdociated Pregs

WASHINGTON - Lacking the
training given at U.S. nuclear
facilities, three workers who
caused Japan's. worst ‘nuclear
Aaccidlent wsﬁre descr{bed Friday
as ‘hlue collar employees - with.
litt é}}%‘c'_ientiﬁc baﬁxfé’r%‘i?ﬁé"’oﬁ“
ungderstanding <of-the
dangers they faced.: « <~ .

In fact, human error appears
tc be a common thread in
nuclear chain reaction acci-
dents, according to a draft gov-
ernment study that examined
21 such mishaps between 1953
and 1997, Most occurred in
Russian and 'American weapons
programs.

“These people were unaware of
the “hazard,” said Thomas
McLaughlin, an expert in chain
reaction accidents ‘was "among

three American scientists who -

went to Japan to review the
Sept. 30 fuel processing plant
mishap.

Energy Secretary Bill
Richardson, who commisgjoned
the study, 'said the infon'zs.tion'
gained in Japan will be iffvalu-
able as the Energy Department
begins ‘a comprehensive review
of its nuclear facilities, especial-
ly regarding safety procedures
and training.

The Japanese accident result-
ed in an uncontrolled nuclear
chain reaction that severely
injured the three workers at the
Tokaimura nuclear fuel plant,
exposed at least 69 people to sig-

nificant radiation and forced’

tens of thousands indoors or to
evacuation centers.

The reaction was not brought
under control for 17 hours, but
the U.S. officials said Friday
that radiation levels away from
the plant building remained

potentials

FE

n Japan’s nuclear accident unaw

The three U.S. nuclear experts
provided new details Friday on
what ‘oceyrred. . Y h
- Frank McdCoy, an expert on
nuclear facility managemeént
and head of the Energy
Department team, said the
workers .used equipment not
designed for what they wereitry-
ing to do and were inadequately
alif.l.f’;d tq handle nuclear fnate-
al. " Co e

hy :
“They were generally blue col-
lar workers,” with little scientif-
ic’ knowledge that would have
told them that improper han-
dling of the uranium powder
could set off an uncontrolled

nuclear chain reaction,
‘McLaughlin said. :
The U.S. experts said the

Japanese workers were trying
to dissolve uranium powder into
a liquid. They dissolved batches
of it in buckets, about 8 pounds
at a time. Then, using 5-liter
beakers, ‘they poured the solu-
tion inte.a tall caldron, unaware
that, changing the geometry and
volume 768 the containers so
oftefi’and Woncentrating the fis-
sionable material waas' highly
dangerous. ' :

They poured into the caldron
gix beakers of the unusually.

extremely small — significantly
lower than original%?fearecﬁ'

The levels , “were barely
detectable, -..:-(well) helow
health-threatening,”
McLaughlin said.

Officials of JCO Co., the plan-
t's operators, have acknowl-
edged that the workers improp-
erly handled 35 pounds of Fugg

ly enriched uranium, which .

caused the nuclear material to
reach criticality.
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ure wranium, obtainéd-fro;

ance as fuel for an experig

' of dangers
-tal breeder reactor. While’ ‘ '

ing a seventh beaker, the s'ol".__i‘éé‘
tion went critical, beginning'a-
chain reaction and setting.off a:
blue flash. A burst of radiation -
. was released ,that. severelyg
im’dtired thet1 workers andv#ent”
-radiation shooting. outgides
wgbuilaingf.ihe“éxpgts' sm. i 5
" The workers appeare
unaware of the dangers of’a’”
nuclear chain reaction and
lacked a “fundamental under-
standing of what they were pro- .
tecting against,” said McCoy,
deputy ,mahager of the depart-»
ment's Savannah River nuclesy:
facility in South Carolina. 438 -
But McLaughlin said | th f
Ja?angSe accident was " nogi:
uniike some of the 21 nuclear::
- eriticality .incidents that.havej:
occurred, predominantly 3ni
Russia and in the United Statég}‘.*
dating back to 1953. VoAl

The last major such accident s
in 1978 at a federal nuclear.-
weapons facility in Idaho, killed .
two people, Russia reported a .

" minor criticality incident inw

1997. Most of the 21 incidentd -

13 in Russia, seven in'-the;

United States and one in Great
Britain — ‘occurred in the late
19508 and early 1960s. : !

McLaughlin heads a task force
at the Los Alamos National
Laboratory that for several
years has exarmined these acci-
dents to find any common
threads. A final report has been
delayed-' because™*the’ group
-wanted - to. include the Japan
accident} he said. ..

Simildrities already are appar-
ent, he said.

A report draft said 20 of the 21
accidents, as well as the cne in
Japan, occurred when the fis-
sionable material was in liquid
form; many of the accidents
involved human error; none was
attributed solely” to equipment
failure; many occurred “during
nonroutine operations™ and '
none resulted in “measurable
radiation’ consequences ...
beyond the facility t6 either peo-
ple or the environment.”
~The task force list did not
include a criticality incident at a
private nuclear fuel processing
plant in Rhode Island in 1964,
in which a worker was killed.
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Japanese nuclear accident

The Associated Press

TOKY() — Officials under
counted the number of people
exposed to radiation n Japan’s
worst-ever nuclear accident,
with the new taily totaling 69,
the government said Friday.

The mistake — which over-
lnoked 20 exposed people —
only reinforces the unage of &
nuclear industry plagued hy
slipshod safety measures that
las wrecked public trust since
the Sept. 30 accident at a uram-
um-processing faciity.

A report submitted Friday
by the Nuclear Safety Commis-
sion said the new exposures
were revealed when investiga-
tors belatedly checked badges

the workers wore to monitor

radiation levels.

Also on Friday, JCO Co., the
company that runs the troubled
facility, said that @ small amount
of radiation was still leaking
from the plant, although it does
not pose a health nsk.

Last week, JCO said that a
ventilator was still spewing ra-

dioactive iodine 131 at about
twice the safety linut.

The company sealed the
opening and turned off the ex-
haust fan, but the leak was
continuing as of Friday, said
Seience and Technology Agen-
¢y spokesman Ken Maruoka.

The accident, which set off
an uncontrolled atomic reaction,
raised serious doubts about the
sufety of Japan's nuclear power
palicy.

Friday's report by the com-
mission appointed by the prime
minister only added to the pub-
lic's uneasiness. Japanese media
reports queslioned whether
even the new tally of injured
might be too low.

Other workers were exposed
ta radiation lcvels 50 to 100
times higher than what is con-
sidered safe (o receive over the
course of a year, Friday's re-
port found. ’

Labor Mimister Takamori
Makino promised on Friday to
beef up safety requirements at
nuclear facilities.
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© State found lapse ﬁ ,
in air-monitoring
program EIS000475
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Asgociated Press

. L2 LOUISVILLE, Ky. - For sever-
. 5‘_ al weeks this summer, the state
E‘ N -3 failed to measure the air around
' »li. Paducah's uranium-enrichment .
N plant for possible radioac_ti]ve
S j"'§ material, a lapse that troubles -
. some environmentalists.

.
-
e

After a lapse of about one to
two months, the checks resumed
in August at"the direction of a
task force created by Gov. Paul
Patti o intestigate allegations
S of ro.. ..n contaasunation in
and ai.. md the plant.

The =tate says it has never
found higher-than-normal
amounts of airborne radiation at
the seven sites cutside the plan-
t’s grounds it agreed in late 1996
to check weekly. The state com-
pares, the radioactivity of parti- »
cles trapped at those sites with
that found at another location a
few miles away. :

Mark Donham, co-chairman of
'@ citizens' advisory board that is
watching cleanup of environ-
ez mental problemns caused by the

‘-. plant, said he distrusts state
and federal assurances that air
around the plant is safe.

55 YedieT Indeendi, Maysville, KY, Wes

Donham said low levels of tech-
netium, a man-made product
that is radiocactive, have been
found in vegetables in a few gar-
dens in the vicinity. :




Man living near plant fin:
gets city water hookup

Associated Press ) (N 3- B under the Energy Department’s Benton's home : . .

PADUCAH, Ky. - George
Benton ﬁnally got results in his

dbreesyeancampaign to:have. hiss ~.drill other.wells on the

home hooked up to the local
water system.

The ground water that feeds
his well has been contaminated,
he said, possibly by discharges
from the Paducah Gaseous
Diffusion Plant.

But on Friday, technicians
connected city water to Benton’s
home, a day after he complained
to the Site Specific Advisory
Board, a citizen panel that
makes recommendations about
the diffusion plant’s cleanup.
The board agreed that Benton
should get water immediately. -

“Hopefully, 1 stirred up enough
stink,” Benton said. “Now we'll
be able to take a bath and wash
out "clothes and we won't be
afraid to get in it any more. It's
a pretty good feeling.”

The U.S. Department of
Energy began running water-
lines to homes around the plant
after discoveries in 1988 that
solvents and radicactive tech-
netium-99 released from the
plant were showing up in resi-
dential wells. The government
insists the plant has not fouled
Benton’s wells.

Under the department’s policy,
anyone within a designated
area got free water, even if the
well water tested OK. Recently
the department said everyone
on Bethel Church Road had

been supplied with free city -

water, But Benton knew better.
To qualify for free city water

I

E‘l;r trbger !uhnuuhm, Mlywllb. Ky Monday. Octobot &
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policy, recipients must agree to
cap any existing wells and never -

That has werked for the 10
so customers whom, the Energy
Department is paying to serve.
But according ‘to the depart-
ment and the West McCracken -
Water District, Benton’s land-3
lord, Elliott Rafferty, was reluc-

tant to give up the right to drill

a well anywhere else on his

property, which extended far.
beyond the area where the.
‘underground water was tainted.

The department's policy

appeared to have been waived:

when technicians hooked up the
water.

Benton's frustratmn had
grown over the years as city
waterlines came within sight of
the property line, then within 50

feet of his home about a month

2go.

they have unexplamed illnesses
and said their daughter, Lesley
Benton Rushing, who also lives
on the farm, suffered miscar-

riages in 1997 and 1998.

Bill Tanner, West McCracken
Water superintendent, thinks
the recent controversy about the
diffusion plant’s pollution had
distracted the Energy
Department from giving the go-

ahead to extend water service to

Dmpe_..

‘ « tests on DBenton's well had’
He and his w:fe Joyce, say.

Benton said the health, depart- B
ment congemned the drinking-;

- watetwellnearhishonge Xears)
ago and he has been drawing:

water from.ancther well néar at
hog barn. “But they. tell me. 1ts~.
just as bad,” Benton said. . ‘

Benton, who has lived on. the g
farm for about 12 years, said he !

. and his family drank the water

until about three years ago. |
Then he started buying water at
Wal-Mart. -

Over the years, people work.mg X
for the government have tested.
his well water. Benton said they
told him they found traces of-
plant ‘contaminants, but not at
levels that would make it unsafe
to drink.

‘I don't believe a thmg those'
guys tell me,” he said.

But ‘Steve Wyatt, an Energy
Department spokesman, said

shown. “no detectable levels of°
contaminants.” The ‘testing
supervisor with the McCracken °
County Health Department :
could not be reached for com-
ment.
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Radiation stibjec
of 2 investigation

By Randall Edwards
Dispatch Environment Reporter

The Army Criminal Investigation Command.

will look into allegations of a cover-up by'a
subcontractor involved in a radiation survey at
River Valley Schools near Marion, Ohio.

At the same time, the Ohio Department of
Health will hire.a consultant to conduct an
independent, evaluation of the radiation work
on the campus, state officials announced yes-,
terday. : : ' ‘

The Army agency will investigate possible
criminal charges, while the Health Department
will try to determine whether the results of the
survey — which found no unusual radiation
levels on the campus — are reliable,

“Our first concern is to know whether
we've got compromised results,” said Ruth

Vandergrift, a spokeswoman for the Health De--

partment.

Vandergrift "said the Army Corps of Engi-

neers will pay for the independent review but
will not be involved in selecting the consultant.

The Health Department has requested the
corps’ records, and Vandergrift said she hopes
to begin conducting interviews in October.

The investigations were triggered by<an e-
mail message that was sent to the Ohio En-
vironmental Protection Agency.

The EPA forwarded the message to the
Health Department, which has authority over
radiation investigations. : '

In the message, Jed Ball of Ulla, N.C., told
state officials that supervisors told him that he
would not find any radiation on the grounds of
River Valley high school and middle school
east of Marion. ‘

‘Ball, who worked for a civilian subcontrac-
tor hired by the corps to survey for radiation,
also said reports were doctored to make it
appear as though there were no unusual radia:
tion levels on the campus. .

The corps and other state and federal agen-

Wedesday, Sepiember8, 19998 < [¢

calls yesterdy x

cies are investigating environmental contahni- e
nation on the campus. The schools were bullt:s:
atop a World War I Afmy transportation de-"™
pot, and the investigation has revealed:that a.:
portior of the grounds was used as a dump for .+
spent solvents and other chemical wastes. R
Ball said yes‘terdariha; an Army investiga- .
tor visited him Friday, . - T
“He said this situation was being reviewed
by people at the highest levels of the Army,"
Ball said. C e
Ball said he spent four weeks at the site as a¥. :
temporary employee of Safety and Ecology. ..
Corp. Ball said someone for that company told -w
him the surveyors were “window dressing.” " . TR
* No one from the company, retwmed phong 5
] L SRR Y S
. Safety and H:'Jcology Corp., a_well-lmowri\.’r"ﬁ W

_diation survey company, was hired because o?é'i
its expertise in finding radiation” contamini-:»%

tion, said Jeffrey J. LeBlanc, a hydrogeologistly
with Montgomery Watson, the: primary:con-:1
tractor investigating the campus. - "R

‘No one from Montgomery Watson discour- . :
aged survey technicians from reporting radia-~;
tior, LeBlanc said. K SR

“Actually, we hired them because. we,
thought we could find something” LeBlanc: "E
said. O

An earlier survey by the Health D_epa;11:,11;:111;_’:";‘-ix
had uncovered a small, dime-sized disc painted **;

‘with radium buried in-the front lawn/of the ;

school.

S e disc, which was probably used as some

sort of military marker, is the only source of - .
radiation found onthesite. - ¢ .7 T

"Marion citizens concerned about the.:con-:;
tamination aren't satisfied with yesterday’s aq v
nouncement. R 1

“I'm skeptical of anything that the Army.
does to investigate itself,” said Mike Griffith, 8, -
River Valley parent. : Lt aa

“This is the pattern of behavior that we'v
seen throughout this whole investigation” ...

A2
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Traces of radioactive
elements found in deer

Asvociated Press 400,000-member citizens’ envi- Lockheed Martin officials have
PADUCAH, Ky - Deer shot ronmentalgroup. denied that and said the plant
near the Paducah Gaseous  The suit alleges that Lockheed environment is safe.

Diffusion and in Ballard County, * Martin falsified test results in p——

15 mi]es away, Show traces of "annual e-nvironmental repOrtS- .

radioactive elements, some nat-

ural and some man-made.
Analyses reported by Bechtel -

"Jacobs, lead environmental con-

wractor for the Department of
Energy, reveal tiny amounts of
uranium, neptunium, thorium
and strontium in seme of 10 deer
shot in the two hunting areas.
The results. compared deer:
killed during the summers of
1998 and 1999 in the West
Kentucky Wildlife Management
Area around the plant and in the
Ballard County  Wildlife
Management Area near Barlow.
The results were reported .
Wednesday in a copyright story
in The Paducah Sun.

The health and safety of plant-
neighbors has been questioned
by plaintiffs in two-federal law-
suits alleging the plant has cont- 1
aminated workers and the pub- ' !
lic.

Dr. Thomas Cochran, a plaintiff
in a tederal false-claims suit, told
a congressional hearing in
Washington last week that his
organization has evidence show-
Ing contamination at and near
the plant 1s far worse than
reported.

Cochran is director of nuclear
programs for the National
Resources Defense Council, a

A4
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DOE official and lawmakers

to meet with Piketon workers

BY KATHERINE RIZZO
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON -— The Depart-

“ment of Energy's top safety official

toured & uranium plant in southern
Ohio on Friday and prepared to meet
with workers who fear they . were

exposed to more radiation and dan-

gerous chemicals than their bosses
ever revealed,
Meanwhile, two Ohio lawmakers

separately pressed Clinton adminis- .

tration officials on behalf of employ-
ees of the complex in Piketon, Ohio,
built to process fuel for nuclear weap-
ons. .
Rep. Ted Strickland, D-Lucasville,
whose district includes Piketon, met
with President Clinton's top budget
official and discussed compensating
Ohio's exposed workers and not just
those who worked at a similar facility
in Kentucky.

Ang Sen. Mike DeWine, R-Ohio, 1

wrote Energy Secretary Bill Richard-
son on Friday, compiaining that docu-
ments about the Portsmouth Gaseous
Diffusion Plant were archived at a
sister plant in Tennessee rather than
in Piketon, where the workers could
more easily view them.

Mr. Strickiand, Mr. DeWine and
Sen. George Voinovich, R-Ohio, also
were scheduled to join the workers
today at a meeting called by Dr.
David Michaels, assistant secretary of
energy for safety, health and environ-
ment.

Dr. Michaels said his goal was to
gather information about the employ-
ees' health problems and their experi-
ences with the state's workers com-
pensation system.

Mr. Strickland said he urged
White House budget director Jack
Lew to allow Ohio workers to benefit
from whatever compensation pro-

.gram the government sets up for

those exposed to plutonium contami-
nation,

The congressman said afterward
that he was infuriated by Mr. Lew’s
refusal to make such a promise.

DOE has announced its intention
to compensate workers exposed to
plutonium at the Paducah Gaseous
Diffusion Plant in Kentucky, but delib-

The Associated Press

PIKETON, Ohio — Hunters
who bag -a deer near-a southern
Ohio uranium enrichment plant
make an extra stop before heading
home: They must have their animal
tested for possible radiation expo-
sure,

The U.S. Department of Energy
requires the on-the-spot test for
deer taken by hunters who partici-
pate in the Saturday-only bow hunt
on federal land around the Ports-
mouth Gaseous Diffusion Plant in
October and November.

The Energy Department also
requires laboratory testing on a
kidney from each animal. No radia-
tion has been detected in the hunt’s
four years. .

Many hunters are repeat cus-
tomers, and for them, the testing is
“just considered procedure,” said
Sandy Childers, a spokeswoman for
Bechtel Jacobs, the government
contractor involved in an environ-
mental cleanup in parts of the
plant, 80 miles south of Columbus,

“They understand. because of

Deer carcasses tested for
radiation contamination

“fenced-in, secure area.

where we're located, the type of .
business we're in, something has t6

be done. They don't seem to be .

concerned,” she said.
. The hunt was developed after
area residents and Portsmouth em-: _

ployees complained about an in-~|"

creasing number of car-deer acci-..
dents. ‘ :
The hunt is limited to bows. The -
Department’of Energy won't allow
guns near the plant, Ms. Childers.
said.

The hunt takes place on 2,5002]
acres of federal land owned by the=
Department of Energy. This lznrxd:.'-J

lies outside the 1,200-acre complel]"
of buildings where uranium is e}

riched for use in nuclear. fuel. No®|

hunting is allowed inside th

Bechtel Jacobs lets in a maxi-
mum of 100 hunters each Saturday,
and assigns them positions. e

Hunters can gut and dress their .
kills in the fteld, but must bring the _
deer and at least one kidney to a_
check-in point on the plant’s north
side for testing. y

ke

erately declared it to be a pilot pro-
gram so that similarly exposed work-
ers from Piketon or Qak Ridge,
Tenn., could not claim eligibility.

Mr. DeWine's letter about access
to the official documentation of what
happened at Piketon came as the
Columbus Dispatch published infor-
mation it found during a monthlong
examination of reports on file at Oak
Ridge, Piketon and in Washington,

The documents show that crucial
workplace-safety information was
withheld from employees by plant
managers, the newspaper reported.

Among the findings cited:

» A 1990 report noting a break-
down in control of contamination and
“widespread evidence of eating,
drinking and smoking in contaminated
areas.”

» The official report of a 1978
spill, the largest in the plant’s history,
described releases of uranium hexaf-
luoride as routine.

The accident sent nearly 22,000
pounds of uranium hexaflucride spew-
ing from a ruptured canister, creating
a toxic cloud. A janitor who ran into
that cloud without any protective
gear described months, of hacking up
clear rubbery substances.

“They took me to the hospital and
said there was nothing wrong with
me. But for a vear I coughed and

coughed,” Stanley McNelly told the’

Dispatch.

Another worker told of being sent
to clean up that spili without any
protective clothing and of being ridi-
culed for asking about the dangers of

exposure.
——
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‘Anthrax’ prank
triggered costly
emergency actions

BY TIM BONFIELD

The Cincinnati Enquirer

Memo to office pranksters:
Don't ever describe the goo at
the bottom of an unwashed cof-
fee cup as anthrax.

-An apparent office joke at the
former Fernald uranium process-
ing plant near Ross rapidly esca-
lated Monday into -a full-scale
emergency response to a possi-
ble bioterrorism incident. The
false alarm involved no less than
eight county, state and federal
agencies and’ wasted several
thousand taxpayer dollars.

_“Hey, jokesters, I want you
to know this 1sn't something to
fool around with,” said Tim In-

laughmg at F/bémald

gram, Hamilton County health
commissioner. "“Any time we
get a call like this, it has to be
taken seriously. But when it's a
prank, it means that what I

came in to do today isn't getting-

done.”

Starting about 7 a.m. Mon-

day, a small army of emergency
personnel scrambled into action
because a Fernald worker found
a coffee cup at an abandoned
desk with a note attached say-
ing “Do not touch. Anthrax
sample.”

By 8:30 a.m. the incident
had triggered responses from a
Fernald internal security team,
the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, the Centers for
Disease Control and Preven-
tion, the FBI, the Ohio Depart-
ment of Health, the Hamilton
and Butler County heaith de-
partments, the Hamilton Coun-
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ty sheriff, and the Crosby
Township Fire Department.

By 4 p.m., officials confirmed
that a fungus growmg in the cup
did not contain any anthrax
spores. Instead, an investigation
was on to identify the prankster.

“After everyone assembled

at their raily points, the situa-.

tion was spelled out,” -said Fer-
nald spokesman Gary Stegner.

“People were asked, ‘If this is a

joke, let us know.” No one did.
So we had to treat it as a
potential terrorist threat.”
Shoyld the prankster get
caught he or she has a good
chance of getting fired. With no
sign of serious harmful intent,
federal charges are unlikely.
But local officials could pursue
state charges of inducing panic
— a misdemeanor that carries
a maximum penaity of six
months in jail and a $1,000 fine.

.XAU—L" o
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COMPILED FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

after anthrax scare

Fernaid back to work

Work resumed Tuesday at the

Fer_nald environmental cleanup
project after an office prank Mon-
day forced an evacuation and emer-
gency response to a possible bioter-

rorism incident.

~ The FBI continues to investigate
- in hopes of catching the prankster,

said spokesman Gary Stegner.

At least eight federal, state and
- county agencies scrambled Monday

after an employee found a

note

claming, falsely, that fungus grow-
ing in an unwashed coffee cup was a

sample of deadly anthrax.

More than 100 employees were
evacuated and the coffee cup was
flown via helicopter to Columbus
for special testing after it was col-

. lected by & teamn equipped in full

protection gear,

No employee has admitted to
the prank. The FBI has the note
and 1s checking for f{ingerprints,

Mr. Stegner said.
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N Nuclear waste threatens overﬂow

Radloactlve ‘souffle’

rising in Wash. tank

BY MATTHEW L. WALD
The New York Times

WASHINGTON — A giant
radioactive souffle is rising to-
ward the top of a million-gallon
tank of nuclear waste buried in
the desert near Richland, Wash.

- Whipped up unexpectedly by
a pump that was supposed to
dissipate pockets of hydrogen
gas, the waste has smothered
one tube for vapor sampling,
threatens other instruments
and could eventually overflow,
according to officials of the De-
partment of Energy and the
contragtor in charge of the
tank, Lockheed Martin Hanford

" lancing

Corp. They are rushing to pump
some of the waste into another
-tank, possibly within a month,

In May, workers stopped the
growth, at least temporarily, by,
the crust® with
high-pressure water jets, but
the hole they made is beginning
to close.

“l don't make any claims
about ‘this tank,” said Donald
Oakley, a retired environmental

expert from Los Alamos Na- -

tional Laboratory, hired by the

Energy Depargment as an out-

side constltant., “I'm not con-

vinced anyone understands the .

chemistry and physics involved
in this crust.”

The 20-year-old tank, called
SY-101, is buried just under the
surface at the Hanford nuclear

e

reservatlon, 20 m:les from
Richland, a city of about 32,000

_people. The tank produces un-
. wanted ‘hydrogen: as': ‘radiation
‘fields - bombard. organic. chemi-
-cais that were added years ago

in' what officials now say was a
mistaken ‘strategy to reduce the
waste's volume. 7
Until six years ago, the hy-
drogen was emitted in huge
releases that offi can studies call
burps, causing “waste-bergs,”
chunks of waste floating on the
surface to roll over.
. Now we've got another

problem, caused by the solution -

tp that problem,” said Stephen

-Agnew,.a chemist who worked

at Hanford for years. {*Unfortu-
nately, there doesn’t seem to be
an end to it,” he said.
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North Korea threat increasing

By GEORGE GEDDA

Asgociated Press

WASHINGTON -~  North
: Korea’s development of weapons
of mass destruction is posing an
increasing threat to the United
States and its allies, accordmg to
a congressional study

-In addition to chezmcal and bio-
logical weaponas, there is “signifi-
cant evidence” that North
is continuting to develop nuclear
weapons-despite a commitment
five years ago to remain nuclear

free, the report released
Wednesday found.
Also, a dramatic improvement

in North Korea’s missile capabil-
ities now permlts_the country to
reach U.S, territory with a “high
‘explosive chemical, biological, or
possibly nuclear weapon,”
accordin to the report.
“Currently, the United States is
unable to. defend against this
threat.” ]

The stud% was carried out by
the North Korea Advisory
Group, made up of senior mem-
bers of Congress. The group was
formed at the request of House
Speaker Dennis Hastert, R-Ill.,

who-asked for a.reportion: J&orgh

Korea's military capabilities.

. tion's view that the 1994 a

In releasing the report, the
chairman of the House
International Relations
Committee, GOP Rep. Benjamin
Gilman of New York, said 1t was
“inexplicable .and inexcusable”
that the Clinton administration
negotiated a deal with North
Korea in 1994 that did not block.
North Korean efforts to acquire
nuclear weapons.

The report said the progress
that North Korea “has made over
the past five years in improvin
its missile capabilities, its recor
as d major proliferator of ballis-
tics missiles and missile technol-
ogy, combined with. jts develop-
ment activities on nuclear biolog-
ical and chemical weapons,
ranks North Korea with Russia.
and China as one of the greatest
missile proliferation threats in
the world.” -

State Department ofﬁcmls said
they had not seen the report. But
they reaffirmed the administra-
ee-
ment froze North Korean pluto-
nium production, thereby depriv-
ing Pyongyang of the ability to
produce a sxgmﬁcant number of
nuclear weapans.

* ) Aggfor<thesellegatipninmther 3

‘report of an undeclare&’"North
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says

Korean.nuclear weapons pro ect
the official recalled that
technical experts were granted

access .to a suspect site last -

spring and found no nuclear-
related activity there. The
experts have been assured con-
tinuing access to the site. '
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If similar suspect activities are .

. being carried out elsewhere the

administration would raise the
issue with the North Koreans,
said the official, speakmg on con-
dition of anon :

In a report last month former
Defense  Secretary William
Perry, a special adviser on North
Korea policy, suggested - he
shares some of the same

cerns as the congressional’ adv1-‘. ol

sory group. He acknowledged
that “serious toncerns” remain
about possible contmum
nuclear-related work m No

Korea.”

On tha miggile ﬁ'oht;'?of?i
F{omted out  that*

orean. negotiations Ted- twg
months ago to:an agreenjent by
Pyongyang not to engage-in fur-

ther testing of long-range mis- -

siles so long as the negotiating

WL n( ....hnr n-- PRTERS

remains ‘Open. :
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